
Kiwanis Elephant Ears Help Feed West Indies Children 
 

No, the kids don’t eat real elephant ears.  We’re talking about the sugary delicacy sold by the Kiwanis 
Club of Greater Wausau at the Marathon County Fair.  Each year, Kiwanis volunteers sell the large pastry 
to thousands of hungry fairgoers.  It is a “must have” tradition for people of all ages.  It is also a tradition 
that some of the funds raised at the fair have gone to Good News programs for children on the islands of 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Dominica and Grenada.   
 
The Kiwanis Club of Greater Wausau has teamed up with Good News Project to support such diverse 
programs as tooth sealant at children’s dental clinics, sleeping mats for a childcare center, ABC 
workbooks for schools and large pots and pans to start a school lunch program.  Kiwanis has provided 
funds to help build a shelter for abused girls, to start an alcohol treatment program and for a brochure 
featuring the Children’s Home Thrift Shop (an important fundraising tool).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kiwanis funds have also been used to provide prizes for the top readers in Dominican schools. This 
young lady was very proud of the MP3 player she won, and the recognition she received. 
 
Using the “give a fish/teach to fish” philosophy, Kiwanis has also supported programs that have created 
jobs and provided inexpensive items for the islands’ poor.  Beside the Thrift Shop, Kiwanis has funded 
the Bread for Children Bakery in St. Vincent, a paper making program in St. Lucia and Woodturning  
Pen Projects on three islands.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
All these programs have provided jobs, life long skills and have fostered the volunteer spirit and the 
entrepreneurial spirit. So the next time you are at the fair, treat yourself and hundreds, maybe thousands 
of children by eating a Kiwanis elephant ear.  Who knew something that tasted so sweet could do so 
much good around the world! 
 
Rita and Fred Straub, Gary Alexander and Jeff Mulhern are all members of the Kiwanis Club of Greater 
Wausau who have served as Good News volunteers, providing a very meaningful link between these two 
organizations.  We’re proud of what has been accomplished in this unique joint venture.  Thanks to all 
concerned!                           


